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CONFIDENTIAL DACCA 0833 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, BG, IN 

SUBJECT: MISCREANT ACTIVITY SUDDENLY BACK IN PRESS 

REF: DACCA 0539 

1 . AFTER A PERIOD OF RELATIVE QUIET, WHICH INCLUDED THE TIME OF 
POLLING FOR UNION COUNCILS (SEE REFTEL), PRESS FEBRUARY 16 
REPORTS TWO SIZABLE INCIDENTS NEAR THE BORDER BETWEEN MYMENSINGH 
DISTRICT AND THE INDIAN STATE OF MEGHALAYA. 

2. IN ONE, AT BAROMARI, ON FEBRUARY 13, BANGLADESH RIFLES (BDR) 
ENGAGED FORCE OF INFILTRATORS REPORTED TO HAVE COME ACROSS BORDER 
AND, ACCORDING TO NEWS ITEM, KILLED 13 AND WOUNDED 10 

OF THE "MISCREANTS" WITH ONE BANGLADESHI CIVILIAN ALSO 
KILLED. IN THE OTHER, THE SAME DAY AT 
SANNYASHIPARA, FOUR "MISCREANTS" ARE REPORTED KILLED 
AND THE LEADER OF THE BDR UNIT WAS ALSO KILLED. 

3. DESPITE THESE INCIDENTS, THE GENERAL FEELING HERE IS 
THAT THE SITUATION IN THE MOFUSSIL AREAS IS STILL 
RELATIVELY CALM. FOR EXAMPLE, AID OFFICERS MEETING IN 
DACCA RECENTLY WITH CARE REPRESENTATIVES FROM OUTLYING 
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DISTRICTS HEARD FROM THE CARE PERSONNEL THAT IN THEIR 
AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY THE LAW AND ORDER SITUATION 
CONTINUE TO BE MUCH IMPROVED FROM THAT OF A COUPLE OF 
YEARS AGO. 

4. NONETHELESS, THE NUMBERS INVOLVED IN THE TWO INCIDENTS 
REPORTED IN THE PRESS TODAY ARE COMPARATIVELY LARGE AND THIS IS ONE 
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OF THE FEW PUBLIC ADMISSIONS OF CASUALTIES TAKEN BY THE 
BDR. 
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